INTERNATIONAL KENNEL CLUB
OF CHICAGO 1938-1985

The International Kennel Club- It all
began in 1938 when the Union Stock
Yard & Transit Company of Chicago
purchased the charter of the then
defunct Chicago Kennel Club. Arthur G.
Leonard, then president of the Stock
Yard Company, negotiated the purchase
with the approval of then Board
Chairman F rederiok H. Prince.
The format of the new Club was
similar to the extremely successful
and prestigious Internat ional Live
Stock Exposition which began in 1900.
The Live Stock Show had long been
famous as the nation 's Number 1 live
stock event and was a valuable educa 
tional tool in the propagation of the
finest purebred livestock.
The livestock judging contests, both
for 4·H and collegiate young people,
were a very important part of the live
stock show. In order to incorporate
similar activities into the International
Kennel Club Dog Show, a Junior Dog
Judging Contest and a Junior Handling
Contest were a part of the format of the
new International. Both contests were
well received.
It was Mr. C. Groverman Ellis, son 
in-law of Arthur G. Leonard, who
spearheaded the management of the
new International Kennel Club along
with C.E. Harbison, who was general
manager.
At the 1938 show, W_E. Ogilvie,
a young agricultural journal ist from
the University of Wisconsin, joined the
committee as Secretary of the Show.
He served in that position until his
death in 1969.
Mrs . Ellis, who succeeded Mr. Ellis
in 1940 as President, had great interest
in purebred dogs, having bred both
Irish Wolfhounds and Cairn Terriers at
her Killybracken Farm at Wayne, Illi
nois . Through the years, Mrs_ Ellis breci
and showed literally hundreds of top
Wolfhounds and Cairns and the Killy
bracken name is still prominent in both
of these breeds.

Judging ring for Best in Show at International Amphitheatre.

Landscape for Sporting Dog Com
petition first staged in US by I KC.

During this span of time, under the
strong leadership of Mrs. Ellis and
Mr_ Ogilvie, the International Kennel
Club grew to become one of the mOst
prestigious show-giving clubs in North
America.
Mr . William Wood Prince, who
succeeded Frederick H. Prince as
Chairman of the Union Stock Yard
& Tran sit Company, and who also
served as Chairman of the International
Kennel Club, had a great interest in the
Dog Show. Through his approval and
leadership, a 30-minute movie was
produced on Junior Dog Judging which
was widely circulated throughout the
United States.

William Ogilvie, secretary. IKC;
Mrs. C. Groverman Ellis, president,
IKC and George Ogilvie.
One of the great advantages that the
International Kennel Club enjoyed was
the faci Iities of the International Amphi
theatre . The International Amphitheatre
was bu ilt in 1934, with additions in 1951
and 1956, which made it the largest
exposition center in the United States at
that time.
For many years, the International
Dog Show occupied all of the 585,000
square feet of space. With this large
facility, it was possible to incorporate
many events other than the traditional
conformation judging. A 50,000 square
feet area was used for indoor field trials,
sight hound racing over a 200 yard astro
turf track and weight pulls for Malamutes
and Siberian Huskies were also incorpor
ated into the show schedules .
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Competitors in the Junior Dog Contest at I KC having box lunch preliminary
to contest that was held in the International Amph itheatre March, 1950. Left to
right: Percy Roberts and Walter Reeves, judges of the contest. Right: J. Ackerman
I KC superintendent.

One of the basic thrusts of the Inter
national Kennel Club was to expose
the general public to the best of purebred
dogs, and in order to do so these special
events were initiated to add public
interests . The appearances of "Lassie",
"Ashley Whippet", the Police Canine
Corp, scent hurdle rac ing and other
special events helped to swell the
crowds at the International which at
one point numbered 50,000 attendance
for a two -day show .
Another one of the innovations of
the International was commerical dog
show exhibitors at each show . National
and local companie s showed their wares
which included dog food s, grooming
supplies, dog crates, and everything
that the most sophisticated dog fanciers
could desire . More than 120 commerical
exhibitors have appeared at each of the
shows.
One of the most important adjuncts
to the International Kennel Club was the
adjacent Stock Yard Inn . The Inn, built
in 1905, destroyed by a fire in 1934
and rebuilt, housed all of the judges and
many of the exh ibitors . The Inn was
a repl ica of the Shakespeare home at
Stratford-on-Avon and was world famous
for its great steaks.

Best in Show Winners 1938-1941
Display.

Mrs. C. Groverman Ellis, president,
International Kennel Clu b of Ch i
cago, presenting Best in Show
trophy 1941 to Mr. Reg Sparkes
of Toronto, Canada, won by his
Bulldog Kamel White Knight.
The Inn also provided an additional
meeting place for all of dogdom. The
Saddle and Sirloin Club was the site
of all the hospital ity provided for the
judges, stewards, and celebrities present
at the show. The Inn also provided the
site for many specialty clubs' shows
during the International in its spacious
rooms.
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Mrs. William Wood Prince holding
Cairns and Mrs. C. Groverman
Ellis with Irish Wolfhounds.
And then there were the judges
over the years . The list would look like
"Who's Who in America," incorporating
prominent social figures, lawyers, doc
tors, and Iivestock people from
throughout the world .
From the social register are names
like Miss Laura F . Deland , cousin of
Franklin D. Roosevelt ; Mrs . Robert V.
Lindsay, sister-in -law of John Lindsay,

19511KC principals. Left tor right: Mr. Paul Ware, Mr. Edlee W. Sayre, Mr. William
Ogilvie, Mr. Burr L. Robbins, Mr. Ralph A. Salick, Mrs. C. Groverman Ellis, Mr.
Raymond Korf, Mr. L. Streifeneder and Mr. Pankonin.

Mrs. Dodge presenting Best of Breed award to Dick Cooper (front). professional
handler.

former New York Mayor; Adele Colgate,
statuesque heir to the Colgate Palmolive
Peet Co.; and Mrs. Hartley Dodge, Madi
son, N.J., sponsor of the Morris & Essex
Dog Show. William W. Brainard, prom
inent Angus cattle breeder from Virginia,
and Harry T. Peters, Jr., a Southhorn
cattle breeder also from Virginia. And
then, two of the most colorful judges,
Alva Rosenberg, antique dealer from
New York, and the waxed-mustached
Percy Roberts. These are just a few of
the judges over the years, but they all
played an important part in building
the I nternational to one of the most
prestigious dog shows in the world.
In recent years, after the retirement
of Mrs. Ellis in 1971, the presidency
of the I nternational was turned over
to Charles S. Potter, the President of the
Union Stock Yard & Transit Company.
Mrs. Gaylord Donnelley has served as
Show Chairman since that time.
Under Mrs. Donnelley and Mr. Potter,
the show committee was expanded
to include such prominent names as
Burr L. Robbins, David Terrill, Louis
Auslander, Mrs. Claire Cook, Mrs. Judy
Lindbaugh, and others . Without the
undying devotion of Margaret Coridan
and Bernice Klein, who were in charge
of the offices of the I nternational Kennel
Club, the show would not have been
possible.
In 1983, the I nternational Amphi
theatre was closed. Therefore, it was
necessary for the International Kennel
Club to find a new home. Rosemont
Horizon provided a temporary site for
the 1983 Spring Show. In the fall, the
show was moved to Donnelley Hall,
which is part of McCormick Place,
Chicago's huge exposition facility.
Also in 1983, the reins of the Interna
tional were assumed by Mrs. Gaylord
Donnelley and Mr. Louis Auslander.
The International Kennel Club,
after 45 years, still remains a show of
prestige and education and still
follows the original premise- that is to
provide a showcase for the best of
purebred dogs.
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The International Kennel Club has long
been a prestigious event, but in the last
few years has really put forth effort to
become one of the most important
events of the year.
With the advent of Kennel Review
Magazine's Tournament of Champions,
which is held the night before the
International K.C. show, it now provides
an entire weekend, highlighted by social
events, educational seminars, plus the
glamour and excitement a weekend of
that stature has.
EDITOR

Whippet Races.
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